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1This is a story about three students in  Mr.Achebe’s third grade class. 
They look different, but they might have more in common than you think. 
Firoozeh Filip Fei
2One day in class, when all of the students were getting ready for spring break, Samantha asked Kyle, Becky, 
and Firoozeh what their Easter plans were.
Firoozeh tells the other students that she doesn’t celebrate Easter. They don’t understand and start asking 
how she can be American and not celebrate Easter. Becky wonders if Firoozeh is even American because she 
doesn’t think she looks American. 
Easter?
Why not?
I don’t celebrate!
I’m...
You don’t look American, 
what ARE you? Aren’t you American? 
3When the bell rings, all of the students leave together, except for Filip and Fei. Filip goes over to 
Firoozeh to comfort her for feeling left out of Easter celebrations.  He explains how he doesn’t 
celebrate Easter either because he’s Jewish. While Firoozeh and Filip are talking, Fei walks past 
them with her head down.
4I’m Jewish
5Over spring break, Firoozeh decided to start wearing the hijab, a covering that some 
Muslim girls wear when they grow up.
Yes mom!Are you sure you want to wear the hijab?
6The students didn’t recognize her at first when they saw her enter the classroom with the hijab on.
When they realized that it was Firoozeh, they questioned why she would wear that and if she was an 
American. 
7Mr. Achebe overhears the students and has them sit down. 
He asks: “What does it mean to be an American?”
8Mr. Achebe notices Fei has been quiet this whole time.  
He calls on her, but Becky interrupts. 
Filip defends Fei when Becky says Fei doesn’t speak English. 
Mr. Achebe says: “Fei, what is an American?”
Fei tells the class that being an American can mean different things.  
She says that Americans can look different, with different skin colors, eyes, hair, and size. She says 
Americans eat different foods and wear different clothes and can have different religions or no religion, 
but can still be American. 
She also says you can live in America but not be American.
9When bell rings, everyone gets up to leave, but Fei goes to thank Filip for standing up for her.
Filip lets Fei know how he feels that her experience is similar to his. 
Filip talks to Fei about how he feels different from the rest of the class because he doesn’t celebrate 
the same holidays.  
Fei suggests that he tell her more about his culture, which gives Filip an idea.
10
Filip comes to class with a tray of pastries. He goes up in front of the class and tells them today is 
Purim, a Jewish holiday.
He tells them that on Purim, he and his family pray and eat Hammentaschen, a prune dessert.  
He encourages his classmates to try the Hammentaschen and celebrate Purim with him.
11
Mr. Achebe tells the class: “No matter what we look like, eat, or wear, what languages we speak, 
or whether or not we are American, we all share this school. We have different experiences and 
stories, and if you see someone being left out, be a friend and support them.”
12
Fei is eating alone. 
Samantha, Kyle, and Becky approach her and sit next to her.  
They ask her what she’s eating. She tells them that she’s eating                                                ,  a Chinese 
pancake. She explains that there are many different kinds of pancakes in China and that this one is from 
the Canton Province.  Becky asks to try her food.  When she and the other students sees that it’s tasty, 
they realize they were wrong to think that Fei was weird just because she had different food.
13
You might look different than me
That’s why your experiences are different 
You might be from a different place than me
That’s why I’m here to listen 
You might be different than me
That’s why I am here to learn 
Learn how to be in the same place
Without being the same
14
Aren’t you American?
